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rays of hope
WILHELM KONRAD ROENTGEN
(1845-1923)
German scientist, A man of The
German Thoroughness;' Prof. Roent-
gen discovered X-rays on November
fl 8, 1895. He experimented with the
cathode n>y tube, by catching the im-
age of bones in his hand on a photo-
graphic plate.
He discovered X-rays while studying the phenomenon of
fluorescence,a form of luminescence.Fluorescence is the emis-
sion of light of certain wavelength [Usually ultra-violet (UV)]
when exposed to light of a different, usually of shorter wave-
length.
In the room where Roentgen experimented, there was no
source of UV light/ Therefore, he concluded that the phenom-
enon of fluorescence involves rays of a new kind. As he was
unable to name these rays, he called them X-rays.The X-rays
could easily pass through solid structures, thus detailing their
texture, The X-rays are electromagnetic waves of extremely
short wavelength.
As legend goes, the diamond ring on Mrs.Roentgen's fin-
ger was made visible as a shadow in the X-ray photograph.